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“There are three teachers of children: adults, other children, and their physical environment.”
- LORIS MALAGUZZI











Guidance


& Useful Links
Next Steps

Experience One – Awareness
Why is this important?
As an educator, it is vital to be conscious of the space you and your children inhabit. Being aware of your environment and the impact this has on the children accessing the provision lays the foundation for reflection, adaptation and progress. The principle of the environment as the third educator developed from Loris Malaguzzi and the Reggio Emilia approach. The indoor and outdoor spaces are important extensions of the learning process which have the opportunity to encourage curiosity, extend communication and inspire creativity. 
[image: Questions outline]The Guidance:
Holding a mirror up to your own practice as an educator and objectively critiquing your experience is an important first step towards designing a learner-centered environment.
learning.northeastern.edu (2024)

 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Questions outline]A learning environment is forever ‘under construction.’ It will need to be constantly adapted to suit your students’ needs. Wherever you are in your teaching career, it’s important to take the time to reflect upon the learning environment which your students experience. This reflection will help you to consider which elements need strengthening or altering in order to bolster the teaching and learning provision on offer.
highspeedtraining.co.uk (2022)







Considerations For Next Steps
Regularly review and amend your quality provision policy; you could ask for this process to be added to your supervisions.
Update your training regularly, a minimum of once every 3 years.
Include ‘quality environment’ as CPD targets and potentially access relevant courses to support awareness.
Audit yourself regularly or have contact with those that do to ensure the environment is kept relevant and accessible for the children accessing the Wraparound Childcare.



Experience Two – Training
Why is this important?
It is important that those tasked with designing the environment for children accessing Wraparound provision have the knowledge and skills needed to take decisive action if needed. While safeguarding roles may vary across the team regular training helps all those working with children to understand the role they play in keeping children safe; this includes the ability to recognise signs and indicators previously mentioned in this toolkit. Regular training also gives you confidence and the knowledge gained with help you stay calm during challenging moments and conversations.
[image: Classroom outline]The Guidance:
CPD is about developing your professional practice. So it may help keep your skills and knowledge up to date; prepare you for greater responsibilities; boost your confidence; help you become more creative in tackling new challenges; enable you to make better decisions, or help you take your career further.
cipd.org (2024)

 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Classroom outline]Teachers’ professional development is crucial to a high-quality education system. When teachers, as learners themselves, base their everyday practice on an updated, coherent and integrated professional knowledge base, this can lead to improvements in pupils’ learning outcomes.
Ofsted Independent review of teachers’ professional development in schools (2024)







Considerations For Next Steps
Speak to your Quality or Wraparound Lead about accessing Local Authority ‘Environment’ training.
Regularly review and amend you CPD policy; you could ask for this process to be added to your supervisions.
Update your training regularly, a minimum of once every 2 years.
Access specialist training in enhancing the environment e.g. training.earlyexcellence.com (How to Unlock the Potential of Your Learning Environment).


Experience Three – Reviewing Spaces
Why is this important?
Regularly reviewing your spaces is a useful process which will help you to understand the purpose of your space and how this changes over time. New children and new team members will interact in spaces with different frequency and different outcomes in mind. Reviewing how and why your spaces are used and which areas are suitably designed for the children accessing the provision can lead to creative solutions to increasing involvement. Including as many perspectives as possible including children, team members and families can illuminate overlooked aspects while utilising the vast array of environmental rating scales can help keep purpose at the centre of the review process.
[image: Document outline]The Guidance:
Teaching is a broad term that covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn…It takes account of the equipment that adults provide and the attention given to the physical environment, as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations.
Ofsted Early Years Inspection Handbook (2024)

 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Document outline]If you are not used to being reflective it can be hard to know where to start the process. Luckily there are many models which you can use to guide your reflection…You will notice many common themes in these models and any others that you come across…Different people will be drawn to different models depending on their own preferences.
libguides.cam.ac.uk (2024)






Considerations For Next Steps
Enquire about which environmental rating scale or review tool your setting/provider uses to support the review process.
Regularly review your provision, considering the suitability and purpose of spaces.
Involve children, families and other professionals in the review process as they may provide novel insight or fresh perspectives.
Be consistent with the tools and processes you use for the review process as this will help other professionals to understand your rational and potentially support you with the process in the future.
Develop ethos specific audits that help personalise your space and link your Wraparound provision to your mainstream provision.
Consider placing the unique learning styles, schemas and characteristics of effective learning at the centre when reviewing the environment.
Experience Four – Updating The Environment
Why is this important?
Updating the environment can be daunting. Developing the space into an adaptable, fluid reflection of the children and team accessing it can lead to improved engagement, concentration and behaviour. It can be positive to time your updates to coincide with seasonal changes to the outdoor environment or to match the natural progression of the year that children are experiencing e.g. September and transitions may feel or be reflected differently than January and the post-holiday period.
[image: Refresh outline]The Guidance:
Continue to strive towards improving and updating learning environments to promote sustained motivation, engagement, achievement and retention. 

set.et-foundation.co.uk (2022)

 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Refresh outline]In the prepared environment, there are lots of opportunities for children to learn, and there’s a great deal of movement involved. Children are free to look, touch, feel, and experience everything that is around them which ignites all of their senses and makes them more curious to find out more.
learningjournals.co.uk (2024)






Considerations For Next Steps
Consider the impact alterations may have on the flow of the space. Will it allow more physical, louder play to impact quieter, nestled spaces.
Make updates seamless; plan and have the updates ready before children attend the Wraparound to limit the impact of the transition on the children.
Update with the ethos/vision of your setting in mind to improve coherence with the rest of the setting.
Add regular reviews and audits to your reflection and supervision cycle. 
Include the outdoor provision in your update process to provide continuity between spaces.





Experience Five – Volume & Sound Pollution
Why is this important?
While often overlooked, the acoustics of a provision play a crucial role in the suitability of the space available to children and adults alike. The impact of sound pollution or poor acoustics can be felt through many aspects of the provision including the ability to converse with children, organise evacuations, support wellbeing and effectively manage behaviour. Oversaturation of noise can reduce concentration, disrupt the emotions of children and make organising your provision more challenging.
[image: Chat outline]The Guidance:
The acoustic conditions and sound insulation of each room or other space must be suitable, having regard to the nature of the activities which normally take place therein.
Acoustic Design Of Schools: Performance Standards (2014)

[image: Exclamation mark with solid fill] 



Additional Guidance:
A certain level of noise is desirable when working with young children. However, constant high levels of noise are stressful for both children and practitioners. For safety reasons, the children must be able to hear your voice, for instance, when you need to get their attention quickly. 
teachearlyyears.com (2024)

First aid in schools, early years and further education, DfE (2022)

[image: Chat outline]
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Considerations For Next Steps
Be mindful when deciding on a space to operate your Wraparound provision that the acoustics do not have the potential to negatively impact the children accessing it.
Make reasonable adjustments to your provision including adding soft, covered areas where children can retreat to avoid high volume play.
Consider the impact of the design of your provision on the  volume and potential for noise pollution.




Experience Six – Displays
Why is this important?
Displays are an interesting aspect of educational provision. Often falling into two categories, adult eye level and child eye level, distinguishing between the two and altering your approach to suit the needs of each is important. Displays should reflect the skills and interests of the children involved and should not take the form of a conveyor belt of depersonalised templates. Reducing the potential distraction and clutter of overlapping colours and images at the child’s level can improve concentration and communication while ensuring that adult targeted displays do not require high turnover or intense management can ensure that your team are able to prioritise time with the children over presentation of displays.
[image: Image outline]The Guidance:
A positive learning environment is not a well-backed display with a perfectly trimmed border, nor is it a set of meticulously labelled desk accessories...A learning environment is much more than what you see visually. It consists of three main ingredients – the physical, social and emotional environments.
highspeedtraining.co.uk (2022)

 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Image outline]Nursery displays in early years rooms can help make your learning environment inviting, stimulating and visually engaging. This can have a profound effect on children's development and support several areas of learning. However, just as displays can enhance your settings, they can also be counterproductive by being too overstimulating and not child-led.
fennies.com (2023)






Considerations For Next Steps
Include stationary displays that do not require high level maintenance to ensure your team are able to remain child focused.
Avoid the use of templates or conveyor belt hand painting displays to ensure children feel a sense of ownership and connection to the display produced.
Ensure the imagery your provide and the topics you choose to cover in your displays are respectful and sensitive to the subject matter.
Where possible, encourage child led displays as opposed to focusing on predetermined adult led topics.
Include family, friends and the community in your displays as this had the potential to reassure children struggling with aspects of the provision such as transitions from home.
Experience Seven – Inclusive, Ambitious Imagery
Why is this important?
Having ambitious expectations for the children in your provision can be the platform for developing their self-esteem and belief in achievement. Surrounding children with inclusive, ambitious imagery that reflects their protected characteristics and connects them to spaces, resources and activities on a personal level can enhance their engagement, their wellbeing and their sense of belonging. It can encourage children to engage in a space or with new resources that they would normally be reluctant to while ambitious imagery can cultivate the idea of achievement and improve the creativity and outcomes of activities and creations.
[image: Polaroid Pictures outline]The Guidance:
They say a picture may be worth a thousand words, but not all pictures are created equal. As an organisation, it can be difficult to select imagery that accurately reflects your culture and the world in which we work. To do so requires looking beyond the borders of stereotypes and our established biases and perceptions..
Johnson, S, A sense of belonging: The importance of inclusive imagery and language (2022)

 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Polaroid Pictures outline]Inclusive images intentionally include a variety of people and seek to portray people respectfully and disrupt stereotypes.
c4disc.pubpub.org (2022)





Considerations For Next Steps
Ensure that the images that surround each area are relevant and culturally sensitive.
Regularly review the demographics of the cohorts of children accessing the provision and ensure that the images you have available reflect their protected characteristics.
Be ambitious with the images you utilise in your spaces, include works of art in painting areas, global monuments in construction spaces and ‘Awe & Wonder’ focused imagery in spaces of investigation or science.


Experience Eight – The Outdoor Space
Why is this important?
The outdoor space should be a reflection of the careful planning and consideration that often tends to come naturally to indoor spaces. Having respect for and carefully planning the outdoor space to feel like a seamless extension of the indoor provision can encourage children to extend their activities or learning outside and make connections between stories and resources typically associated with the indoor provision and the outdoor space. It is key to ensure that the ethos and values that flow through your indoor provision are reflected outdoors to promote continuity and support your team to understand and interact with the spaces with similar respect to you indoors.
[image: Hill scene with solid fill][image: Contract outline]The Guidance:
Providers must provide access to an outdoor play area. If that is not possible, they must ensure that outdoor activities are planned and taken on a daily basis.
EYFS Statutory Framework (2024)

 


Additional Guidance:
Although children are playing outdoors less now than at any point in our history, most still have access to a school playground where they can play outdoors on a regular basis.
With thoughtful design, these spaces can play a significant role in improving children’s health and wellbeing. They can stimulate physical activity and encourage the development of important physical competencies..
ltl.org.uk (2024)
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Considerations For Next Steps
Ensure the quality and careful planning that is in place for the indoor provision extends into the outdoor environment.
Extend indoor areas and learning opportunities into the outdoor space.
Consider and review the use of your outdoor space regularly to ensure that it support both high level physical activity and curiosity based, awe and wonder activities.





Experience Nine – Thinking Sustainability
Why is this important?
Promoting a culture of sustainability is key when trying to design a provision which will hopefully help shape the lives of your children and their relationships with resources and spaces moving forward. Having high quality, potentially upcycled resources and discussing their use and stories with children can give added value to key environmental pieces throughout the provision while exploring the impact of certain one-use or disposable properties of certain resources can ensure that both your team and the children they care for understand the impact of their use on the environment around them.
The Guidance:
[image: Power Plant outline]Improving the learning environment through sustainable practices is an investment in our future. It nurtures not only educated minds but also responsible global citizens. As we navigate the challenges and embrace the benefits of sustainability, let us envision learning spaces that prioritize the well-being of students, our communities, and the planet—a vision worth striving for, today and tomorrow..
Improving the Learning Environment: A Path to Sustainable Education, cpduk.co.uk (2023)


 





Considerations For Next Steps
When considering adding new resources to your provision, where possible, choose bio sustainable resources, upcycled furniture pieces or renewable materials.
Explore the properties of aspects of your environment with your children and develop awareness of sustainability and degradability.
Including children in risk assessment and litter picking activities to aid awareness which has the potential to influence your families values.
Plan and provide books and other resources in your environment which promote conscious living.







Experience Ten – Awe & Wonder
Why is this important?
An often overlooked yet simple aspect of the provision, inspiring Awe & Wonder can be a natural part of planning for your environment. Ensuring your provision allows for the opportunity to engage in natural, open ended activities such as star gazing or cloud gazing lays the foundation for natural curiosity and engagement in awe and wonder opportunities. Your environment should naturally adapt to new seasons and key celebrations or cultural events throughout the year once again naturally allowing for conversations around awe and wonder as well as inspiring discussions or gathering times between children and the team around topics that can take place over days and weeks.
[image: Aspiration outline]The Guidance:
Getting children to experience ‘magical moments’ is a vital learning tool that has far-reaching and very significant impacts.
EYFS Best Practice - All about…Awe and Wonder, nurseryworld.co.uk (2016)

 

Additional Guidance:
[image: Aspiration outline]Awe and wonder is an essential element of truly inspirational teaching and a truly enriching curriculum. Not every child can escape the city lights. Still fewer will be lucky enough to own their own telescope and to have access to a garden in which to begin their voyage across the vastness of space… That’s why we need ambitious and radical thinking … if we are to provide those life-changing ‘light switch’ experiences for children of all backgrounds..
lifebasedlearningforum.com (2024)






Considerations For Next Steps
Include opportunities for Awe and Wonder moments in your planning such as star gazing and cloud gazing.
Take opportunities to respectfully celebrate other cultures and engage with families and community groups to further your children’s natural curiosity. 
Allow time for pursuits of art, dance and craft opportunities to allow children to explore the curiosities of movement, colour and crafting.




Experience Eleven – Child Contribution
Why is this important?
The child’s contribution should be at the centre of the environment for your provision. Finding opportunities and techniques to actively engage and discuss the environment with your children is key as through their lens, you may see new and novel ways of adapting your provision to meet their needs on a deeper level. Children may contribute physically to your environment, presenting creations and photos that can help connect them to the spaces however sometimes their contribution may be more subtle and only observable through monitoring patterns of play and emotions. How often and in what ways children interact with certain aspects of the environment should feed in to your auditing and planning for the provision as it is thorough this children are exercising their voice without speaking.
[image: Child with balloon outline]The Guidance:
Child participation means that children are included and involved in all matters that affect them.. It is about giving children the opportunity to express their opinions, contribute their ideas, and actively participate in the decision-making process..
Vain, C, Importance of Child Participation (2023)

 



Considerations For Next Steps
Include children decision making at the heart of your approach. Extend this into your risk assessment, planning and review processes.
Create floor books, feedback forms, emotions stickers and group times where children can communicate their thoughts and feelings.
Act on the needs and wants of the children in your provision so that they get a feeling for how their words can shape the world around them.










Useful Links
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	Awareness
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
Enabling environments | early years alliance
Learning environments – Birth To 5 Matters

	Nursery World - What is an enabling environment – and who is doing the enabling?
SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
DfE Advice on standards for school premises
Notes on acoustics, lighting and ventilation in schools - GOV.UK
EEF – Inclusive design
The Psychology of Light: How Different Lighting Impacts Our Emotions | VONN Lighting
Choosing Furniture For Your Nursery or Early Years Classroom
How to Create a Positive Learning Environment | Key Strategies
The Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being (SSTEW) Scale:
Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale®, Third Edition | Environment Rating Scales®
Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale®, Revised (ITERS-R™) | Environment Rating Scales®
WellComm - GL Assessment
The national curriculum in England
Why quality environments matter in early years - Early Excellence



	Training
	Early training. We offer online and face to face.
Training 4 Early Years
EYA Central - Training and resources

	Transform Your EYFS & KS1 Classroom Environments
What is CPD in Education and Why Is It Important?
The Importance of CPD in Schools | Teacher CPD
Training Courses
Use Your Noodle, Train Your Mind
You can also enquire with Knowsley Early Years Quality Assurance Team for bespoke Wraparound Environment training.



	Reviewing
&
Updating
Spaces
	The Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being (SSTEW) Scale:
Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale® | Environment Rating Scales®
Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale® | Environment Rating Scales®

	WellComm - GL Assessment
Communication_friendly_environments_checklist_updated.pdf




	Volume
&
Sound
Pollution
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
DfE Advice on standards for school premises
DfE Acoustic design of schools: performance standards

	Notes on acoustics, lighting and ventilation in schools - GOV.UK
The Education (School Premises) Regulations 1999
Acoustics of Schools: a design guide
The power of sound in supporting early literacy | EEF
Frontiers | Acoustics and the well-being of children and personnel in early childhood education and care
Colour and sound in your nursery setting




	Displays
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
The Classroom Environment - Riot of Colour vs Peace & Neutrality
The national curriculum in England - Framework document

	Basic Colour Theory 
British Academy of Graphic Design | Blog | Colour Theory 101: A Comprehensive Guide to Colour Wheels and Graphic Design Colour Schemes








	Inclusive,
Ambitious
Imagery
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
Teacher Expectations & Student Achievement
Introduction - What is Representation? - BBC

	The Pygmalion Effect
The Connection Between Belonging and Representation
Why Representation Matters - The Foundation Stage Forum (FSF)
Pygmalion Effect: Definition & Examples 
Representation Matters in Promoting Positive Mental Health - Barnardos Education Hub
I Saw Myself - EqualiTeach 
Why Representation Matters in Our Schools | New Leaders Blog




	The
Outdoor
Space
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
The Outdoor Curriculum in all its Glory | Early Excellence
Outdoor learning ideas | Learning through Landscapes

	Outdoor learning in the early years - Early Education
Early Years Outdoor Learning and Play | EYFS
Outdoor adventure learning | EEF 
Why outdoor education is an essential part of every childhood. – Field Studies Council 
Institute for Outdoor Learning - Home




	Thinking
Sustainability
	THE 17 GOALS | Sustainable Development 
Sowing the seed of sustainability in early years | early years alliance
Early Years Sustainability Resource

	Sustainability and climate change: a strategy for the education and children’s services systems   




	Awe
&
Wonder
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
Engaging Students Through Wonder and Awe | Edutopia
The Importance of Awe & Wonder in Schools — Science V Magic

	Awe and wonder - Art of Brilliance 
Nursery World - EYFS Best Practice - All about…Awe and Wonder 
Finding Awe and Wonder in the Outdoor Classroom | Pentagon Play 
Inspiring Awe and Wonder in the Early Years - Nursery Resources  



	Child
Contribution
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
Creating child-led wall displays | Learning and Development | Teach Early Years The benefit of child-created classroom decor and themes.

	What is child-led learning and how can you implement it?
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