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“Quality in education is what makes learning a pleasure and a joy”
- MYRON TRIBUS









Guidance


& Useful Links
Next Steps

Experience One – Awareness
Why is this important?
Resources are not simple decorations or toys to fill spaces and shelves. Resources are opportunities to captivate and vessels to learn new skills through. They can be reassuring, challenging and stimulating when well thought out and tailored to the interests and skills of the children interacting with them. Being aware of the importance of high quality, well planned resources and the impact these can have on the wellbeing and involvement of your children is key to establishing respect for resources in both your team and your children. 
[image: Questions outline]The Guidance:
Holding a mirror up to your own practice as an educator and objectively critiquing your experience is an important first step towards designing a learner-centered environment.
learning.northeastern.edu (2024)


 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Questions outline]A learning environment is forever ‘under construction.’ It will need to be constantly adapted to suit your students’ needs. Wherever you are in your teaching career, it’s important to take the time to reflect upon the learning environment which your students experience. This reflection will help you to consider which elements need strengthening or altering in order to bolster the teaching and learning provision on offer.
highspeedtraining.co.uk (2022)






Considerations For Next Steps
Set aside time as a team to reflect on the suitability of the resources you provide and respond to the changing interests and needs of the children interacting with them.
Familiarise yourself with key elements of education such as Pupil Premium (EYPP) and the Disability Access Fund (DAF) as avenues for acquiring and personalising resources for individual children.






Experience Two – Training
Why is this important?
Any well planned and targeted CPD model will naturally lend itself to supporting a deeper understanding of the nuances of resources amongst a staff team. While overt ‘Resources’ training may not be prevalent, understanding of the importance of resources in supporting key aspects of the provision can be found threaded throughout most training models. Specialist training such as outdoor awareness or risk and resilience can help to highlight the important role resources play in supporting exploration, play and learning.
[image: Classroom outline]The Guidance:
The CPD process is reflective. This means it involves taking a step back to think about things like the standards of the work and service you provide, your strengths and weaknesses, the challenges of your practice, and any developments in your area
www.barstandardsboard.org.uk (2024)


 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Classroom outline]Continuing Professional Development is a commitment to ongoing lifelong learning. CPD encourages looking forward and identifying opportunities to learn something new, refresh existing knowledge, improve skills, or simply keep up-to-date with the latest developments within a particular profession or industry.
cpduk.co.uk (2024)








Considerations For Next Steps
Speak to your Quality or Wraparound Lead about accessing Local Authority ‘Resources’ training.
Regularly review and amend you CPD policy; you could ask for this process to be added to your supervisions.
Update your training regularly, a minimum of once every 2 years.
Access specialist training in enhancing your resources.



Experience Three – Reviewing Resources
Why is this important?
When reviewing your resource provision it is important to consider a multilevel approach, including as many auditing and reflection documents as possible to give a holistic view on the suitability and quality of the resources provision. When auditing your resources it is good practice to consider the ethos or vision of your setting to ensure that your resources are not just an extension to your areas but also an extension of the principles of your ethos e.g. loose parts and upcycles resources in Hygge or Curiosity Approach settings. It may also be necessary to include auditing that highlights the suitability of resources in meeting the learning style and schematic needs of the children to ensure a provision that is equally accessible.
[image: List outline]The Guidance:
Reflection is a meaning-making process that moves a learner from one’s experience into the next with deeper understanding of its relationships with and connections to other experiences and ideas… It is a means to essentially moral ends.
Rodger, C. (2002)



 



Additional Guidance:
[image: List outline]Reflection is a process which helps you gain insight into your professional practise by thinking analytically about any element of it. The insights developed, and lessons learned, can be applied to maintain good practice and can also lead to developments and improvements
www.hcpc-uk.org (2024)







Considerations For Next Steps
When risk assessing or planning for a change in resource, include a quality and suitability assessment as part of the review cycle.
Review the suitability of resources regularly e.g. termly, as the cohort of children accessing your provision will be naturally changing regularly.
When auditing, include reference to your ethos or vision in the process or documentation to ensure that the resources you are utilising reflect the ethos of your setting.




Experience Four – Updating Resources
Why is this important?
It may be necessary to regularly update your resources for a number of reasons. While natural wear and tear may play a role in the need for refreshing the provision sometimes a change in dynamics or demographics of a cohort may require a rethink or changes to the planning of resources. The natural change of seasons may also influence the decision to update resources and reflecting the world around your and ensuring that the resources you provide are an extension of the child’s lived experience can ensure that they engage with the resources on a deeper level.
[image: Refresh outline]The Guidance:
Knowing the why, when, and how to rotate toys is important and a worthwhile task, based upon information gathered through child observations. Through observations of the children in care, we can determine if, when, and what types of materials need to be rotated in the environment. 
Alexander, A, Rotating Materials, the Why, When, and How (2024)

 


Considerations For Next Steps
It may be useful to update your resources in line with natural changes in seasons to extend external, lived experiences into the learning environment.
Consider updating resources based on key developmental milestones that certain children are achieving.
It may be necessary to update resources to provide new challenges and stimulation to children who have had prolonged experience of the provision to prevent boredom, missuse or damage.











Experience Five – Child Centred Approach
Why is this important?
While planning your resources can prove useful they should not be predetermined or set in stone. Involving children in the decision making process around resources whether this be through overt methods such as conversations or feedback forms or subtler forms of feedback such as observations around resource use, involvement and learning styles is key to ensuring that the resources you provide are not only suitable but inspiring, engaging and child focused. See the ‘Voice of the Child’ document for more useful tips on a Child Centred Approach.
[image: Child with balloon outline]The Guidance:
Children’s participation in decision-making means providing opportunities for children to freely express their views in a supported environment, listening to their views and considering their views when making decisions that affect them.
Children’s Participation in Decision-making (2024)


 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Child with balloon outline]Participation is important for children because it gives them an opportunity to have a say about issues and decisions that affect them, learn new skills, have fun and develop a closer connection to their community..
Involving Children In Decision Making, childcomm.tas.gov.au (2024)





Considerations For Next Steps
Consider involving children in the decision making approach around updating and changing resources in your provision.
Elements of education including the Pupil Premium funding encourage professionals to seek out the needs and opinions of the child that funding is to be utilised to support.
Provide children with opportunities and methods of presenting their views on certain resources to ensure that your perceived use or value of a resources is shared by the children accessing it.





Experience Six – Deeper Level Considerations
Why is this important?
When considering the suitability of resources in your provision there are multiple levels of interaction, motivation and cognition to recognise in each individual resource. Observing how and why children interact with certain resources, the combinations of resources they form and the movement and adaptability of resources between spaces can help illuminate facets previously unnoticed. Some resources may connect children to their schemas, bridge learning between spaces, invite curiosity or sooth children during transition. Your intended purpose for a resource may not be the perceived purpose given by the children and so it is important to observe these changes to better understand the deeper level connections certain children have to certain resources.
The Guidance:
[image: Left Brain outline]The idea underpinning learning styles is that individuals all have a particular approach to or style of learning. The theory is that learning will therefore be more effective or more efficient if pupils are taught using the specific style or approach that has been identified as their learning style. For example, pupils categorised as having a ​‘listening’ learning style, could be taught more through storytelling and discussion and less through traditional written exercises.
Learning Styles, EEF (2021)


 




Additional Guidance:
[image: Left Brain outline]Schemas are often described as children’s fascinations. There are many different types. Sometimes the activities may seem a little strange or even irritating to adults, but to the child, it’s a necessary step in their understanding of the world and themselves.
What Is A Schema, PACEY (2024)








Considerations For Next Steps
Take a step back and observe how, why and how frequently children are engaging with certain resources.
Consider blending spaces or allowing children to move resources between spaces to create opportunities for new and unique learning experiences.




Experience Seven – The Outdoor Experience
Why is this important?
The outdoor space is a robust and volatile space for resources. Erosion, sun damage and wear and tear can all impact the quality and suitability of outdoor resources. This, however, should not be a deterrent to extending the quality and consideration paid to the indoor resources into the outdoor space. The resources outside should reflect the ethos of the indoor provision but should make connecting and interacting with the natural world a seamless process. Magnifying glasses, bird whistles and binoculars can all provide natural curiosities that cant be found indoors. The outdoor space is an opportunity to be creative with resources and find new and exciting ways to encourage children to be curious about the world around them.
[image: Hill scene outline]The Guidance:
Providers must provide access to an outdoor play area. If that is not possible, they must ensure that outdoor activities are planned and taken on a daily basis.
EYFS Statutory Framework (2024)


 



Additional Guidance:
[image: Hill scene outline]Although children are playing outdoors less now than at any point in our history, most still have access to a school playground where they can play outdoors on a regular basis.
With thoughtful design, these spaces can play a significant role in improving children’s health and wellbeing. They can stimulate physical activity and encourage the development of important physical competencies..
ltl.org.uk (2024)







Considerations For Next Steps
While continuity is key, it may be necessary to adapt certain indoor resources to the outdoor space e.g. having larger small world toys that can handle the more physical aspects of the outdoor environment.
Include resources which support observation of the natural world in your provision including binoculars, magnifying glasses and bird whistles.
It may be more suitable to populate your outdoor area with more physically engaging resources than your indoor environment as elements of risk may be more manageable in a larger, open environment.


Experience Eight – Connection To The Curriculum
Why is this important?
While Wraparound provision is not exclusively targeting educational attainment as a core focus, Ofsted’s gradual shift towards sequenced curriculums should be reflected in the planning or your resources and environment. Connecting your curriculum to your Wraparound provision and resources can extend key topics that may be difficult to cover in the typical learning environment and breath new life into concepts that lend themselves more naturally to the structure of Wraparound care. Connecting your resources to your curriculum can also add purpose to your resources and provide creative blends between subjects typically taught separately.
[image: Contract outline]The Guidance:
[image: Books outline]Curriculum Sequencing is the process of planning, organizing, and scheduling the content of a course of study to ensure that the material is presented logically and meaningfully. A well-sequenced curriculum can help students make ties between their prior learnings to the latest material, understand the relationships between different topics, and build upon existing skills and knowledge..
Smith, A, An Essential Guide to Curriculum Sequencing (2023)

 




Additional Guidance:
[image: Books outline]Inspectors will make a judgement on the quality of education by evaluating the extent to which... the provider’s curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for future learning and employment
Ofsted, Education inspection framework (2023)






Considerations For Next Steps
Consider the curriculum milestones of the children accessing your provision and whether the resources you provide are an extension of this.
Work with other professionals in your organisation to ensure that your provision is an extension of the typical learning day and that the resources available provide continuity for the children involved.
Create a careful blend of resources designed to match and support key elements of the curriculum that children are experience in their normal day.


Experience Nine – Resource Diversity
Why is this important?
Diversity is key when planning for the vast array of children accessing your Wraparound provision and the resources provided. Focusing heavily on sports of high energy experiences for example has the potential to marginalise those not interested or skilled in those pursuits while putting pressure on those that may need the Wraparound provision to rest or unwind following a stressful day. In contrast, focusing primarily on a low tempo, quieter provision and resources may alienate those wanting to let of steam and release the physical tension they have built up during a potentially restrictive day in education. Find a blend of diverse resources and activities is key to ensuring both extroverted and introverted children can find the same level of engagement in your Wraparound provision.
[image: Bucket and shovel outline]The Guidance:
As the psychologist Piaget said, ‘Play is the work of children’. Children learn so much through playing, it is vital to their development. We, as adults, and especially early years practitioners, need to ensure that all children get the opportunity to experience all different types of play, all different types of toys and all different types of situations, to allow them to grow into all different types of people, not pigeonholed into gender stereotypes.
Toys and learning in the EYFS (2024)

 





Considerations For Next Steps
Try not to become over reliant on one type of resource or activity.
Variety is key as not all children will engage with the Wraparound provision in the same way.
Observe how children interact with the Wraparound provision e.g. do they need chance to rest or to blow off steam, and ensure that the resources and activities your provide meets these needs.








Experience Ten – Age/Stage Differentiation
Why is this important?
Wraparound provision provides a unique challenge that does not exist in most other aspects of education in that it caters towards an unusual blend of age groups with vastly different stages of emotional, physical and cognitive abilities. Differentiating for all is difficult task but finding the right blend of resources that allow for all to feel connected to is important to prevent some from become disinterested in the provision. It may be necessary to differentiate resources and space for younger children or those with younger stages of development away from those with higher physical, emotional and cognitive abilities to prevent conflict or impact on children’s wellbeing.
[image: Children outline]The Guidance:
Differentiation in the early years of education is a crucial approach that ensures each child’s unique needs, abilities, and interests are met, fostering an inclusive and effective learning environment.
Differentiation in the Early Years: Tailoring Learning for Every Child (2024)

 

Additional Guidance:
Differentiation is a teaching approach that aims to cater to the diverse learning needs of all students. Rather than a one-size-fits-all model, differentiation involves adapting teaching methods, materials, and assessments to suit individual learners. This approach is particularly valuable in mixed-ability classrooms, where students may differ significantly in their readiness, interests, and learning preferences.
greenhouselearning.co.uk (2024)

[image: Children outline]





Considerations For Next Steps
Have certain areas or resources specifically for children with different age/developmental needs.
Ensure that the resources you provide are safe and suitable for the diverse ages of the children accessing the provision.







Experience Eleven – Sustainability
Why is this important?
When deciding on the resources to make available for your Wraparound provision it is important to consider the sustainability of the materials involved. Including children and families in the decision making process or openly and consciously discussing the potential impact of misusing certain resources can help underpin a commitment to sustainability. Specifically targeting resources made from sustainable materials, choose biodegradable resources or utilising upcycled pieces can help reinforce this message to children. Integrating this message into conversations with children about the resources around them can be natural and provide the foundation for sustainability projects and awareness moving forward.
[image: Sustainability outline]The Guidance:
Improving the learning environment through sustainable practices is an investment in our future. It nurtures not only educated minds but also responsible global citizens. As we navigate the challenges and embrace the benefits of sustainability, let us envision learning spaces that prioritize the well-being of students, our communities, and the planet—a vision worth striving for, today and tomorrow..
Improving the Learning Environment: A Path to Sustainable Education, cpduk.co.uk (2023)



 




Considerations For Next Steps
When planning and introducing new resources into the provision, consider the materials and properties of these resources and their impact on the environment around you.
Where possible upcycle or look for donations to support sustainability and reuse.
Involve children in regular discussions around the properties of resources and the impact of disposing or misuse of the world around them.










Useful Links
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	Awareness
	Toy safety - RoSPA 
EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
Toys (Safety) Regulations 2011: Great Britain - GOV.UK

	Embracing Eco-Friendly Play: The Ultimate Guide to Sustainable Toys fo – Zero Waste MVMT 
Accessible toys, play and learning - Social care and support guide - NHS




	Training
	Early training. We offer online and face to face.
Training 4 Early Years
EYA Central - Training and resources

	Positive Interaction and Play Level 2 – Dynamic E-learning
What is CPD in Education and Why Is It Important?
The Importance of CPD in Schools | Teacher CPD
Training Courses
Use Your Noodle, Train Your Mind
You can also enquire with Knowsley Early Years Quality Assurance Team for bespoke Resources training.



	Reviewing &
Updating
Resources
	Indoor Provision Audit Tool | Early Excellence.pdf
From chaos to calm: The importance of EYFS provision audits - Is It Time To Play?
Audits For Early Years | Leadership Management | EYFS

	Outdoor Provision Audit | Early Excellence.pdf 
Whole-school curriculum audit | The Key Leaders
Auditing Your Provision: Quick Facts | Croner-i
Provider Blog: Rotating Materials, the Why, When, and How | Town Square
Challenge 3 - Toy Audit! - Bella Learning






	Child Centred Approach
	OCO Participation Guidelines_English.pdf
Guide To Making Decisions Booklet.pdf
What the Research Says: Impact of Specific Toys on Play | NAEYC

	General Tips for Choosing Toys for Kids
An Introduction to Child-Centered Play Therapy - ADPCA
Promoting voice and inclusion – Birth To 5 Matters
lundy_model_of_participation.pdf
The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child and what it means for online service
PP | Lundy Model Explained
JBA the reality of implementing children’s right to be heard -Robinson.pdf
Reflect on the Learning Environments You Create
Pupil Voice : Mentally Healthy Schools
The Right to Participation for Rights Respecting Schools - UNICEF UK
Home | Children's Participation in Schools
Child participation | Importance, benefits, types & promoting
Child Participation - KidsRights Foundation




	Deeper Level Consider-ations
	Identifying Your Child's Learning Style | The Independent Education Consultants
EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
Schemas: Learning Through Play

	What Is the Leuven Scale and How to Use it
A guide to schema play in toddlers
Repetitive play: is it ok? | Schematic Play & Schemas | Early Excellence
Your guide to schematic play, roots and all! – Kinderly
Schematic Play in the Early Years - Catalyst Psychology
Play schemas and why they matter | Famly
Schema | FS.pdf
Children’s Learning Styles - AbilityPath


	Outdoor Experience
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
The Outdoor Curriculum in all its Glory | Early Excellence
The Good School Playground Guide - Learning through Landscapes

	Outdoor learning in the early years - Early Education
Outdoor learning ideas | Learning through Landscapes
Early Years Outdoor Learning and Play | EYFS
Outdoor adventure learning | EEF 
Why outdoor education is an essential part of every childhood. – Field Studies Council 
Institute for Outdoor Learning - Home




	Connection
To The
Curriculum
	EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
The National Curriculum: Key stage 1 and 2 - GOV.UK
Birthto5Matters Curriculum.pdf

	Curriculum: keeping it simple – Ofsted: schools and further education & skills (FES) 
The Curriculum & Ofsted: Sequencing & Structure 
How to sequence your primary curriculum | Cornerstones Education 
Articles - The Foundation Stage Forum (FSF) - Home of Early Years Foundation Stage
The Ofsted early years curriculum review - Early Education
Building a quality curriculum for the early years    | Cornerstones Education










	Resource
Diversity
	Personal, social and emotional development – Birth To 5 Matters
Communication and language – Birth To 5 Matters
Physical development – Birth To 5 Matters

	Literacy – Birth To 5 Matters
Mathematics – Birth To 5 Matters
Understanding the world – Birth To 5 Matters
Expressive arts and design – Birth To 5 Matters
English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2
Mathematics programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2
Science programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2
National curriculum in England: art and design programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: citizenship programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: computing programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: design and technology programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: geography programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: history programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: languages programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: music programmes of study - GOV.UK
National curriculum in England: PE programmes of study - GOV.UK




	Age/Stage
Differenti-ation
	EEF blog: Moving from ‘differentiation’ to ‘adaptive teaching’ | EEF
Adaptive teaching or differentiation? 
Differentiation in the Early Years: Tailoring Learning for Every Child - EYS 

	Differentiation: Implementing Approaches That Respond To Children’s Individual Needs.pdf
Seven methods of differentiation in your class - Promethean Blog





	Sustain-ability
	Improving the Learning Environment: A Path to Sustainable Education
Sustainability and climate change - GOV.UK
Schools Sustainability Guide | WWF

	Home - Supply Chain Sustainability School
How we’re supporting practitioners to embed sustainability into early years | NCFE
The Curiosity Approach.com/blog/Sustainability In Early Years
Sowing the seed of sustainability in early years | early years alliance
Nursery World - Sustainability in the early years 2024 - Home Page
Sustainability in Schools: How to Be an Eco School - Plastic Free Schools
Environmental sustainability guidance
Sustainability and Environmental Education
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