Hospital and Home Tuition Service Policy

This policy follows the information laid out in the DoE statutory guidance for local authorities:
 “Arranging education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs 2023” 
Additional health needs guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) which references Section 19 of the Education Act 1996 and The Equality Act 2010.
Overview
The Government’s policy intention is that all children, regardless of circumstance or setting should receive a good education to enable them to shape their own futures. Therefore, alternative provision and the framework surrounding it should offer good quality education on par with that of mainstream schooling, along with the support pupils need to overcome barriers to attainment. This support should meet a pupil’s individual needs, including social and emotional needs, and enable them to thrive and prosper in the education system. 
This is statutory guidance from the Department for Education. Local authorities (LAs) must have regard to it when carrying out their duty to arrange suitable full-time education (or part time when appropriate for the child’s needs) for children who are unable to attend a mainstream or special school because of their health. This duty applies to all children and young people who would normally attend mainstream schools, including Academies, Free Schools, independent schools and special schools, or where a child is not on the roll of a school. It applies equally whether a child cannot attend school at all or can only attend intermittently. 
LAs are responsible for arranging suitable full-time education for children who – because of illness  – would not receive suitable education without such provision. This means that where a child cannot attend school because of health problems, and would not otherwise receive a suitable full-time education, the LA is responsible for arranging provision. 
There will be a wide range of circumstances where a child has a health need but will receive suitable education that meets their needs without the intervention of the LA – for example, where the child can still attend school with some support; where the school has made arrangements to deliver suitable education outside of school for the child; or where arrangements have been made for the child to be educated in a hospital by an on-site hospital school. The DoE would not expect the LA to become involved in such arrangements unless it had reason to think that the education being provided to the child was not suitable or, while otherwise suitable, was not full-time or for the number of hours the child could benefit from without adversely affecting their health. This might be the case where, for example, the child can attend school but only intermittently.
The Local Authority Statutory Duties

Knowsley Local authority will:
Arrange suitable full-time education (or as much education as the child’s health condition allows) for children of compulsory school age who, because of illness, would otherwise not receive suitable education.
LA’s must ensure the provision of such education as soon as it is clear that the child will be away from school for 15 days or more, whether consecutive or cumulative. Schools need to notify the LA by contacting the Hospital and Home Tuition Service Manager when they believe that a student will be exceeding the 15 day absence point. They should liaise with appropriate medical professionals to ensure minimal delay in arranging appropriate provision for the child.
From 19/08/24 it is a statutory requirement for schools to inform the LA of all children with 15 days on Sickness absence be that in a block or separate periods under the new Statutory Guidance for Attendance. This states:
Sickness returns: providing the local authority with the full name and address of all pupils of compulsory school age who have been recorded with code I (illness) and who the school has reasonable grounds to believe will miss 15 days consecutively or cumulatively because of sickness. Only one sickness return is required for a continuous period of sickness in a school year. This is to help the school and local authority to agree any provision needed to ensure continuity of education for pupils who cannot attend because of health needs, in line with the statutory guidance on education for children with health needs who cannot attend school.

How to Refer
To refer, the school needs to complete the referral forms and return them, after receiving parental consent, to the Hospital and Home Tuition Service. 
The primary point of contact for arranging Hospital and Home Tuition is Paul Davenport, the service manager. Schools or parents can email the Hospital and Home Tuition Service on hospitalandhometuitionservice@knowsley.gov.uk or you can call Paul on 07384900837. 
The Knowsley  local offer has a page relating to the service Knowsley Hospital and Home Tuition Service | Knowsley Family Information Service (knowsleyinfo.co.uk) which gives a summary of this policy.
How is support delivered?
The measures that a Knowsley LA can use to ensure educational provision is delivered can include:
· home teaching
· a hospital school or teaching service
· a combination of home and hospital teaching
The local authority must make sure the child continues to get a full time education - unless part time is better for their health needs.
To achieve these aims, Knowsley will:
· Ensure that at the 15 day threshold, school begin to send work home to students. This work will be monitored by school on a regular basis and school will replenish this when needed. 
· Deliver home tuition, or education at Whiston Hospital, for students who are too sick to attend school. Knowsley Hospital and Home Tuition Service will act as a bridging service to facilitate the child’s education until the student is well enough to return to school. 
· Deliver learning sessions at our teaching base, known as the ‘Hub’, at The George Howard Centre in Whiston. The ‘Hub’, acts as a halfway house between home tuition and a return to school. When Knowsley LA determine a student may be ready to return to school, they will be invited to attend lessons there rather than at home, either individually or in small classes, to aid integration. Whilst our aim is for children to transition back to the host school as soon as possible, some children with long term conditions may attend the Hub for a longer period of time. 

What are the criteria for gaining support and how does the referral process take place?
To access support from the Hospital and Home Tuition service the chid should be:
1) Absent from school for 15 days (cumulative or consecutive in the academic year)

AND

2) Be able to provide a medical reason for this absence. To support this, evidence may be requested e.g. a letter from a medical professional/ doctor/ CAMHS
There must be a designated member of staff in the host school with accountability for overseeing Home tuition. This is usually the SENCO. This person will be the primary contact for correspondence for the HHT. Whilst some of the practicalities maybe delegated to other staff, the SENCO will remain the primary point of contact as decision may need to be made which require senior leadership consent.
The home school has a duty (regulation 12(1)(a) of the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006 to provide to the local authority, at agreed intervals, the full name and address of any pupils of compulsory school age who are not attending school regularly (including due to their health needs). 
Schools must complete the ‘Schools Referral Pro Forma 2022’, which will require parents to sign to show consent. A scanned copy of this form must then be emailed to the head of the Hospital and Home tuition service, along with ‘Referral Form 2023’ which contains the medical information from the doctor.
Following submission of the forms to HHT, HHT will co-ordinate with school, parents, and other relevant professionals to establish:
1) The lessons that will be taught.
2) How work will be sent home by school.
3) The student’s attainment levels.
4) School’s responsibilities towards the student.
5) Parental responsibilities towards the Home Tuition.
6) Goals and Targets.
7) How to continue links with school and peers.
8) Date for Home visit from HHT staff.
Prior to tuition starting, a home visit will be arranged to meet the child and parents, before dates for support to begin are agreed.
There is no set entitlement for students for tuition. The guidance, “Arranging education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs 2023” states that ‘If, for example, a child receives one-to-one tuition, the hours of face-to-face provision could be fewer as the education may be more intensive.’
Where possible, we will try to deliver several hours of tutoring a week. This is supplemental to support the work that is sent home by school which the student be completing during the week as part of their education.
The amount and duration of lessons in a week will be agreed with parents and the students, and then reviewed over time, reflecting the medical and emotional well being of the child. The guidance, “Arranging education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs 2023” states that ‘Where full-time education would not be in a child’s best interests for reasons relating to their physical or mental health, local authorities must arrange part-time education on whatever basis they consider to be in the child's best interests.’
HHT staff will provide support for students on their work during tutor sessions. This does not mean that students will only work during these times, and they are encouraged to continue their independent learning between sessions.
Tuition and progress will be reviewed every term, and targets will be agreed. 
Return to School
When the student is beginning to look ready for a return to school, we would aim to start transition to the Hub at the George Howard Centre in Whiston. 
Once we feel that the student is ready to return to the host school, we will contact the SENCO and a return to school plan will be agreed. Dependent upon the child, we would look for a member of the host school to come into the ‘Hub’ to support the student in lessons, building a relationship, which could then be used to aid the transition back to school. During the transition HHT staff may support the transition onto school grounds. This could take the form of:
1) Visits back to school
2) Supporting during small group work in a phased reintroduction
3) Supporting during break times
4) Supporting during lessons in class to reintroduce back into school.

Not all students may be willing or need to use the ‘Hub’ to return to school. In these cases, we would agree the transition plan and follow the 4 steps above.
Note: HHT staff are not 1:1 staff and are there to support the transition only. It is expected that HHT staff will hand over to school staff at the most opportune moment to allow school to take over the transition process. The withdrawal of HHT support will be agreed between the HHT service, parents and school.
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